
Unfolding Bushfold 
'Unfolding Bushfold ' was the name 
o f one o f the Her i tage W e e k walks 
o r g a n i s e d b y t h e N P A a n d t h e 
Kosciusko Huts Associa t ion dur ing 
April. The walk was designed to give 
peop le an in t roduct ion to si tes o f 
European occupat ion in this small 
va l ley behind M t Tennen t and to 
a lso a l low w a l k e r s to expe r i ence 
s o m e o f the natural beauty that is 
Namadgi National Park. Well before 
Her i tage W e e k began the walk was 
fully booked, as was the other N P A -
K H A heri tage walk wh ich looked at 
s e l e c t e d f o r e s t r y s i t e s in t h e 
northern Brindabel las . 

T h e B u s h f o l d a rea is a r e c e n t 
addit ion to the park. In 1991 the 
n o r t h e r n p a r t w a s a d d e d to 
N a m a d g i w h e n M t T e n n e n t w a s 
incorporated into the park, but the 
southern end remained an isolated 
island of grazing until only last year, 
w h e n the sheep were evicted. 

Two standing huts remain today at 
Bushfold and the first is found as soon 
as you enter the valley on the fire trail 
leading up from the Honeysuck l e 
Creek R o o d . Sec t ions of Bushfold 
were part of the large B o o r o o m b a 
Stat ion for many years from last 
century, but in the early 1950s, after 
J o h n H y l e s b o u g h t B o o r o o m b a , 
outlying portions like Bushfold were 
sold off. George Read (originally of 
Naas and the founder of the Tharwa 
S t o r e ) and his son R u s s b o u g h t 
Bushfold in 1953. In 1954 George, 
with Russ's help, built the first hut 
tha t wa lke r s see . L ike the o ther 
s tockmen 's huts in Namadg i , this 
simple corrugated iron structure was 
used by the Reads for periodic shelter 
w h i l e d o i n g s t o c k w o r k o n t h e 
property—they did not live there full 
time. Then in the mid 1960s Dr Hugh 
Pearson and his wife Peg acquired 
t h e b l o c k a n d t h e h u t , a n d 
subsequently it was purchased by the 
McCormack (or Cormack) family. 

T h e hu t has a ski l l ion r o o f and 
features m u c h round t imber taken 
f r o m t h e b u s h ( a s d o m a n y o f 
Namadgi ' s huts) , and as buil t had a 

r a m m e d ear th floor. L a s t y e a r 
w h e n I first saw the hut it was 
still locked and it was not possible 
to go ins ide , thus the c o n c r e t e 
floor laid by the M c C o r m a c k s in 
1991 was not visible and did not 
figure in m y Namadgi sites report 
b e i n g w r i t t e n at t h e t i m e . 
Adjoining the enclosed part o f the 
hut is an open section which dates 
from after the Reads ' t ime. Last 
yea r the ch imney flue w a s lying 
on the ground but our Her i tage 
W e e k visit d iscovered that it has 
n o w d i s a p p e a r e d . It w a s an 
unusual piece of bush architecture, 
consisting o f a series of welded 20-
litre drums! South from the hut 
are old sheep yards, whi le to the 
north-east is the vestigial remains 
o f w h a t w a s e i t h e r a c o v e r e d 
sheep pen or more l ikely a smal l 
hay shed. 

A t the northern end of Bushfold 
s tands Russ's own hut. Buil t in 
1957 it replaced an ear l ier hut 
built two years earl ier but wh ich 
was b lown down in a winds to rm. 
The ch imney stones o f the earlier 
hut remain a short dis tance d o w n 
in front o f the present hut. The 
present hut too has a skillion roof 
and bush timber in the frame, and 
one nf the walls is weatherboard 
whi l e the o thers are i ron. T h e 
mos t d i s t inc t ive fea ture is the 
enormous height of the building, 
for it has a very high roof indeed 
for this sort o f bui lding. Ins ide 
there are a couple o f old fridges 
a n d a B e g a w o o d s t ove in the 
fireplace. Around the hut there is 
a range of objects, one o f the mos t 
interesting being an aged crosscut 
s a w j a m m e d in a tree trunk. Russ 
buil t the hut with help from ma te 
C a v La lo r . R u s s a n d h i s w i f e 
Muriel (both o f whom, incidentally, 
n o w live in Ainsl ie) used the hu t 
whi le doing periodic s tockwork . 

B o t h h u t s a r e f a i r l y 
straightforward structures which 
d o n o t r e a l l y h a v e v e r y h i g h 
aesthetic va lues . Yet they p lay a 

part in telling the pastoral story o f this 
part o f Namadgi and, in company wi th 
the park's other s tockmen's huts, are 
o f va lue in he lp ing park v is i tors to 
unders tand this significant story. 

A short distance to the south-east o f 
Russ's hut is the ruin of the single-stand 
shearing shed built by Russ in 1964. It 
consists of a range of forms o f t imber 
and is of quite some interest, not least 
for the way that it, in c o m m o n with 
other ruins, is a trigger to the visitor's 
imagination. This site too reflects a key 
aspect o f pastoral use of Bushfold. 

Three earlier hut sites were visited 
during the walk. The first, consisting 
of scattered hearth stones, was on a 
b lock su rveyed in 1884 for D u n c a n 
McKeahnie ; at the t ime the hut was 
v a l u e d at £ 3 5 , w h i c h w a s a fa i r ly 
substant ia l a m o u n t for a hu t then . 
Charles McKeahnie (the McKeahnies 
were the owners of Booroomba) later 
acquired these blocks and had a scrub 
lease across George's Creek, which in 
1906 had a slab hut. While this site was 
v is ib le in the 1970s , Russ , M u r i e l , 
Namadgi ranger Vivien Raffaele and I 
c o u l d n o t l o c a t e it a m o n g s t t h e 
regenerating ti-tree last year and no 
a t tempt was made to find it on the 
Heritage Week walk. 

Not all early huts were frequently 
occupied, for some were built not so 
much to shelter a stockman but simply 
to sa t i s fy l and r e g u l a t i o n s w h i c h 
required the landholder to occupy the 
selected block. 

The second hut site that was seen 
during the Heri tage Week walk was 
one belonging to the M c M a h o n family. 
Brothers Martin and Tom M c M a h o n 
se lec ted several b locks in nor thern 
Bushfold early this century and a s lab 
hut was buil t on a b lock surveyed for 
Mart in in 1902. Today, fallen corner 
p o s t s , c o l l a p s e d c h i m n e y s t o n e s , 
bo t t l e s and o the r p i e c e s o f t i m b e r 
m a r k the site. Ev idence survives o f 
whe re the slabs were at tached to the 
corner posts . T h e survival o f t imber 
f r o m t h e h u t m a k e s t h i s s i t e a 
pa r t i cu la r ly in te res t ing one in t h e 
c o n t e x t o f N a m a d g i h u t r u i n s 



Russel's shearing shed and yards at Bushfold Flat. Photo by Fiona 
MacDonald Brand 

generally. A salt t rough made from 
a hol lowed log formerly lay nearby, 
according to Russ Read , but it has 
n o w entirely rotted away. N P A and 
K H A m e m b e r Babet te Scougal l is 
r e s e a r c h i n g a s p e c t s o f t h e 
McMahon ' s family history and I look 
f o r w a r d t o t h e r e s u l t s o f t h i s 
impor tant w o r k . 

T h e third hu t site visi ted dur ing 
t h e w a l k ( w h i c h m a d e a v e r y 
pleasant lunch s top on wha t w a s a 
p e r f e c t a u t u m n d a y ) w a s t h e 
Dunns ' . A t the turn o f the century, 
brothers Jack and Bob Dunn , wi th 
their sister Ann ie , o w n e d Tennent 

Homes tead at the nor thern foot o f 
M t T e n n e n t . J u s t b e y o n d t h e 
northern end o f Bushfold , at a spot 
which became known as Dunns Flat, 
they also had a small hut which they 
used whi le w o r k i n g on this par t of 
their property, w h i c h was at s o m e 
d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e i r h o m e s t e a d . 
A c c o r d i n g to R o g e r H o b b s ' r ecen t 
c o n s e r v a t i o n p l a n o n T e n n e n t 
Homes tead , the hut w a s bui l t some 
t ime after 1903 bu t be fo re 1918; 
Dunns were resumed in.1920. It was 
s l a b a n d h a d a s h i n g l e roo f , 
a l though there w a s s o m e iron in the 
structure too . 

D u n n s ' H u t e i ther co l l apsed or 
was burnt . Today the site is marked 
by t h e u sua l fune rea l m o u n d o f 
ch imney s tones . Nearby there are 
two dams excavated by the brothers; 
whe the r they did the j o b by hand or 
wi th horse-scoops is not definitely 
known , though I suspect the latter, 
at least in the case o f the lower d a m 
which would have been pretty heavy 
work wi th p ick and shovel . Laurie 
Tong (whose family had Tennent for 
s o m e years up to the 1980s) has told 
me that Dunns actually used to take 
a horse and cart from the homestead 
u p to t h e h u t — t h e y m u s t h a v e 
skilfully picked their route around 
the rough face o f the mounta in . 

T h e s e ruin s i tes , sub t le though 
t h e y a r e , a r e s i g n i f i c a n t fo r 
indicating the pattern of settlement, 
and also for the ins ight they give 
into earl ier l ifestyles. T h e y are also 
very evocat ive o f a sense o f the past. 
One could b e excused, if judging only 
by surv iv ing huts , for th inking that 
o u r m o u n t a i n h i n t e r l a n d w a s 
a lmost who l ly unoccupied , but once 
you start to observe the numbers o f 
these h u t s i tes y o u soon see that 
t h e r e w a s a r ea l c o m m u n i t y o f 
people a m o n g the big hills that w e 
n o w col lect ively call Namadg i . 

The walk al lowed t ime to savour 
some o f the natural delights o f the 
park—views toward the Booroomba 
R o c k s area, the ex tens ive forests 
that extend out from the Bushfold 
c l e a r i n g s , t h e r o u n d e d g r a n i t e 
boulders and slabs, the migra t ing 
honeyea te rs w ing ing their w a y out 
before winter, and the perfect peace 
of the b u s h on a windless day. And 
then there w a s the utter del ight o f 
Blue G u m Creek which , despite the 
drought , still ran wi th crystal, cool 
mounta in water. Its r iver stones and 
r ibbon g u m s c o m b i n e d to m a k e a 
real ly love ly spot . 

M a t t h e w Higgins 

( A c k n o w l e d g m e n t : t h e h i s to r ica l 
information above is from Namadgi 
sites, compiled in 1994 by the author 
w i t h N a t i o n a l E s t a t e G r a n t s 
P rog ram funding and sponsorship 
from the Kosciusko Huts Association) 


